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April 12, 2007 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Interested Parties 
 
From: Alan W. Klimek, P.E.   
 
Subject:    Transfer of Incident Management Responsibilities from the Division of Water Quality to the 

Division of Waste Management  
 
The Division of Water Quality (DWQ) and the Division of Waste Management (DWM) have agreed to 
consolidate limited resources for managing contaminated soils and groundwater.  Changes have been 
implemented to move the responsibility for most groundwater contamination incidents from DWQ to DWM.  
Incident sites to be retained by DWQ are those with contamination related to naturally occurring conditions, 
permitted facilities, and agricultural activities.   
 
Effective February 20, 2007, the incident management responsibilities for each division are as indicated below: 
 
The Division of Waste Management will respond to and/or manage: 

 Clean up actions for incidents caused by spills, leaks, or unlawful disposal of petroleum, solvents, and 
various inorganic, organic, and hazardous substances 

 Permitting for land application of petroleum-contaminated soil, land application of non-hazardous 
contaminated soil originating from DWM sites, and disposal of petroleum-contaminated soil at 
dedicated disposal sites 

 Contamination complaints associated with water supply wells where there is significant evidence that 
the contamination is directly related to a source under the responsibilities of DWM (see above)  

 Registration of Oil Terminal Facilities, and other issues related to aboveground storage tanks  
 
The Division of Water Quality will respond to and/or manage: 

 Clean up actions for incidents caused by: 
o  wastewater discharge or non-discharge facilities subject to permitting under Control of sources 

of water pollution (G.S. 143-215.1);  
o well construction activities subject to the NC Well Construction Act (G.S. 87-88);  
o agricultural operations including application of agricultural chemicals, but not including spills 

or disposal of such chemicals; and  
o naturally occurring contamination 

 Permitting for monitoring wells, recovery wells, and injection wells associated with incidents managed 
by either DWQ or DWM (to the extent that a well permit is required)  

 Permitting for NPDES and non-discharge groundwater remediation associated with incidents managed 
by either DWQ or DWM 

 Any spill that seems likely to immediately reach surface waters  
 Contamination complaints associated with water supply wells unless it is clear the complaint is directly 

related to a source for which DWM is responsible (see above) 
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